
By GEORGE BENNETT and JOHN KENNEDY
Palm Beach Post Staff Writers

Facing a tough re-election fight in a dis-
trict that was redrawn with a Democratic 
tilt, U.S. Rep. Allen West, R-Plantation, an-
nounced Tuesday that he will instead seek 
re-election in a more Republican-leaning 
district to the north that’s home to U.S. Rep. 
Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta.

Rooney will run in a newly created rural 
district that extends from western Martin 
and St. Lucie counties to Charlotte County 
on Florida’s west coast and north into parts 
of Hillsborough and Polk counties. Rooney 
now represents much of that area.
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By JENNIFER SORENTRUE, ANDREW ABRAMSON 
and ANA M. VALDES

Palm Beach Post Staff Writers

RIVIERA BEACH — As Mitt Romney 
celebrated his win in Florida’s GOP 
presidential primary Tuesday night, 
Palm Beach County Elections Super-
visor Susan Bucher was declaring her 

own victory.
After years of slow election-night re-

sults, Bucher’s office sped through the 
tally Tuesday, releasing more than 90 
percent of the precinct results about 
three hours after the polls closed.

Bucher called the swift tabulation 
“historic,” saying it was the result of 

a new remote reporting system. That 
system, coupled with modems sched-
uled to be added to all of the county’s 
ballot scanners later this year, should 
end years of slow ballot counting that at 
times has been the worst in the state.

By GEORGE BENNETT and JANE MUSGRAVE
Palm Beach Post Staff Writers

TAMPA — Four years after Florida crushed Mitt Romney’s 
presidential hopes and a mere 10 days after Newt Gingrich 
pierced his aura of inevitability, the Sunshine State on Tues-
day handed Romney a decisive primary victory that puts 
him in command of the GOP nomination race.

Romney had a double-digit lead over Gingrich in Florida 
with most precincts counted. In Palm Beach County, Romney 
had nearly twice the votes that Gingrich did.

But Gingrich vowed to press on with his bid 
to unite tea party and grass-roots conservatives 
against Romney and the GOP establishment.

After waging a bitter struggle in Florida, 
Romney and Gingrich signaled Tuesday night that they are 
ready to carry their fight into primaries in other states.

But in a victory speech that sounded like he was accept-
ing the Republican nomination, Romney said the battles 
would not weaken the GOP.

“A competitive primary does not divide us. It prepares 
us. And we will win,” Romney told cheering supporters at 
the Tampa Convention Center, a few blocks from the site of 

By CHRISTINE STAPLETON
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

The South Florida 
cities and counties that 
would pay for a major 
water supply project for 
their drought-prone region 
learned Tuesday that its 
projected cost has soared 
from $451 million to 
$1 billion — and they 
didn’t like it.

“To me, the numbers 
that we see now compared 

to the original numbers 
have cooled my enthusi-
asm,” Alan Garcia, direc-
tor of the Broward County 
Water and Wastewater Ser-
vices, told officials of the 
Lake Worth Drainage 
District, the lead agency 
in the project. “You’re at 
least a half-billion dollars 
off in those estimates.”

But district officials 
said the project is still the 
best solution to the region’s 
water needs and told utility 
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West, Rooney change districts
New boundaries prompt moves into more GOP-friendly territory.
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Tom Rooney
R-Tequesta

The new district he’ll 
run in includes parts 
of Martin and St. 
Lucie but is largely 
on the west coast.

Moving on

Allen West
R-Plantation

With his redrawn 
district likely to 
tilt Democratic,  
Rooney’s move 
opens the door. See RESERVOIR, 13A >
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Triumphant in Tampa: Mitt Romney celebrates his primary victory Tuesday night. With 46 percent of the vote, he rebounded from a crushing 2008 loss.
GERALD HERBERT/The Associated Press
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Far behind the top two in Florida

MATT ROURKE/The Associated Press

Regrouping in Orlando: Newt Gingrich, who won 
32 percent, emphasized there’s a long way to go.

Rick Santorum 
(left) amassed 
13 percent of the 
vote; Ron Paul 
earned 7 percent.
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ROMNEY RUNAWAY
Redemption in Florida puts him in control


