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MTV IN MIAMI
Katrina won’t stop
video awards bash
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Wildlife area floods after
canal blocked by Mecca
An anti-sprawl advocate says
she’s concerned that Scripps
could worsen flooding. Local, 1C
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Send hurricane
photos, stories
Share damage and
see how others fared.
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FDA delays decision
on morning-after pill
The agency aims to keep
girls under 16 from getting
it over the counter. Story, 2A

By KRISTI E. SWARTZ
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

If you live in Palm Beach County and
you don’t have power, it should be back on
by the end of the day. 

If you live in Broward and Miami-Dade
counties, it could be on by late Tuesday
night.

“We’ve made a lot of progress,” said
Geisha Williams, vice president of distri-
bution for Florida Power & Light Co.,
speaking during a news conference late
Friday afternoon.

Hurricane Katrina, which came ashore
on the Broward-Miami-Dade county line
Thursday evening carrying winds of 80
mph, knocked out power to 1.4 million
homes and businesses in 15 counties be-
longing to FPL’s 35-county territory. Hard-
est hit were Miami-Dade, Broward and
Palm Beach counties.

As of 8 p.m. Friday, 587,000 homes and
businesses in Miami-Dade were still with-

1 million still
have no power;
FPL scrambles

See POWER, 21A  >

Broward, Dade
drenched and dark

Soggy storm leaves six dead
in South Florida

1.01 million homes still without power;
most of Palm Beach County back by today

Katrina intensifying, may hit
Panhandle as Category 4

●Track the storm, see 100+ damage photos at PalmBeachPost.com      Extended coverage, Pages 13-22A

Andrew-torn areas
awash after Katrina

By TIM O’MEILIA
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

South Florida awoke Friday to find
Hurricane Katrina’s soggy footprints
all over Miami-Dade and Broward
counties — flooded homes, silted
roads, a collapsed highway overpass
and 1.2 million homes and businesses
in the dark.

Tagged as an 80 mph, minimal
Category 1 hurricane, Katrina never-
theless left six people dead and an es-
timated $1 billion to $2 billion in in-
sured damage, according to a catas-
trophe management firm.

“If there can be any good that
comes out of Katrina, maybe we can
get rid of the phrase ‘minimal

hurricane,’ ” state meteorologist Ben
Nelson said.

Katrina was the sixth hurricane to
strike Florida in a little more than a
year.

Palm Beach County and the Trea-
sure Coast largely escaped the storm,
except for squally overnight weather,
a few downed trees and 97,600 cus-
tomers without power, mostly in
south Palm Beach County. 

Katrina surprised residents and
forecasters by jogging southwest after
coming ashore at the Miami-Dade/
Broward county line about 6:30 p.m.
Thursday. The storm visited some of
the same south Miami-Dade neigh-
borhoods — Cutler Ridge, Home-
stead and Country Walk — devastated
by 155 mph Hurricane Andrew 13
years and one day earlier.

But instead of wind-blown de-
struction, Katrina rained: 13 inches at
Homestead Air Reserve Base and 11
and 15 inches in surrounding areas.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         ERIC BAUM/Miami-Dade Fire Rescue photo

Houses in Miami-Dade County sit like islands amid the flooding Friday after Hurricane Katrina passed through. From 11 to 15 inches of rain fell in areas that were devastated by Hurricane Andrew 13 years earlier.

See KATRINA, 14A  >
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Insured damage estimates
reach up to $2 billion from
sixth Florida storm in a year.
 —

Sea, air travel
Operations a mixed bag at S. Fla.
ports and airports. Local, 3C

Emily Minor
Storms put the spotlight on a
community. Local, 1C

Katrina’s cost
Insurers put damage estimate as
high as $2 billion. Business, 1F

Gasoline shortage
Fuel scarce after Port Everglades
power failure. Business, 1F

■ Extra day in gulf gives Katrina time to strengthen. Story, 15A
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TRACKING THE STORM

Hurricane
Katrina

Latitude:
24.6˚N
Longitude:
83.6˚W
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