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Schools
to close early

Public schools in Palm Beach

County will close early today
and remain closed Friday.
After-school events have
been canceled.

Shelters
will be opened

Residents can go to Park Vista
High, Boynton Beach High, At-
lantic High, West Boca High,
Boca High, Lake Shore Middle
and Palm Beach Central.

Tri-rail service
uncertain

Tri-Rail will operate normally
today, but Friday service is un-
certain. Once sustained winds
exceed 35 mph, both Tri-Rail
and Amtrak will stop running.

Extended coverage, pages 12-15A

PBIA may
halt operations

Palm Beach International Air-
port expects a normal sched-
ule this morning, but cannot
predict whether that will be
the case this afternoon.

FPL ready
to restore power

FPL will provide power resto-
ration forecasts through the
media, on FPL's Web site —
www.fpl.com — and at
(800) 40UTAGE.

Katrina bears down

TAYLOR JONES/ Staff Photographer

GASSING UP JUST IN CASE: Susan Crews directs traffic Wednesday into the Murphy USA gas station in front of Wal-Mart on the corner of Belvedere Road and State Road 7 in Royal Palm Beach.
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reach hurricane strength
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Friday morning, it may
be Hurricane Katrina, swirl-
ing ashore in South Florida
almost before anyone has a
chance to run to Home De-
pot for plywood.

“I did not know until my
wife told me this morning. It
came very fast,” said Fran-
cisco Cabrera, standing in
line with two jugs of water at
a Winn-Dixie supermarket
on Belvedere Road in West
Palm Beach.

Katrina is the kind of
sneak-attack storm that sur-
prises the public, puts pres-
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Katrina is expected to become a hurri-

Winds will peak after midnight

Hour-by-hour wind projections for West Palm Beach, starting at 10 a.m. today.
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cane — possibly even a major one — before
striking the coast of southeast Florida late
tonight or early Friday. But forecasters at the
National Hurricane Center confessed that
much about the storm remains uncertain,
above all, its path and strength.

Squalls could start lashing the coast this
afternoon.

A hurricane warning was issued
Wednesday night from Vero Beach south-
ward to Florida City.

Authorities plan to evacuate all Palm
Beach County barrier islands and mobile
homes south of Lantana Road starting at 1
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Greene to meet with police, won't apologize for Klan remark

By DEANA POOLE
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

County Commissioner Addie
Greene will meet today with mem-
bers of the county’s police union in
hopes of easing racial tensions be-
tween the vice chairwoman and law

enforcement.
The sit-down comes a day before
a planned rally at the Governmental
Center by the 3,100 member police

m Union has, uses political clout, 5A

union — an event that has gained
attention from national organiza-
tions and generated fear of a large-
scale disturbance.

Area leaders have encouraged
Greene and the union to meet, with
several offering to facilitate a meet-
ing in hopes of easing the tension.

Although the meeting repre-

sents a positive step, it’s not likely to
bring closure.

“I'm hoping that we can get an
apology,” said Ernie George, presi-
dent of the union. “We’ve asked for
an apology for some of the state-
ments that were very inflammatory
to our members. And if we can get
that, we can put an end to it.”

The Palm Beach County Police
Benevolent Association called for

Greene’s resignation on Monday,
angered by comments she made af-
ter a grand jury cleared a Delray
Beach police officer in the fatal
shooting of 16-year-old Jerrod Mill-
er. Greene encouraged black youth
approached by police to “run and
find the biggest crowd of people. If
he doesn’t, he will be killed.”

A news conference Greene
called to clarify her remarks didn’t

help matters. About 60 officers at-
tended, saying Greene was
“preaching hate,” was a racist and
was disrespectful to members of law
enforcement. Afterward, Greene
said: “The only thing they left at
home was the sheet.”

Greene said she’s willing to dis-
cuss her advice to the county’s youth

See GREENE, 5A »
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